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UNIDO’S APPROACH 
In response to a request from the Arab 
Industrial Development and Mining 
Organization (AIDMO) and with funding 
from the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), 
the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) developed a 
technical program to support AIDMO in the 
implementation of the Regional Quality 
Infrastructure Strategy, targeting the 
regional cooperation in accreditation as the 
main focus.  
 
The UNIDO-AIDMO-Sida cooperation 
project helped establish the Arab 
Accreditation Cooperation (ARAC) in 2011 
as a platform upon which Arab countries 
can build and develop their accreditation 
infrastructure. This major milestone was 
followed by technical support provided to 
ARAC for establishing their quality 
management system and technical 

committees, while ARAC members received 
extensive support through continuous 
capacity building activities. The project also 
contributed to the establishment of 
internal operational processes and 
procedures, and supported the 
development of Arab regional guidelines on 
good governance practices in national 
quality infrastructure.  

IMPACT 
Thanks to the support of the Sida-funded 
project, ARAC follows international best 
practices and Arab States can receive 
support from their own regional body 
without having to go far and seeking 
recognition from outside the region. ARAC 
achieved important key milestones over 
the past years with 17 countries becoming 
members, and completed major steps 
towards international recognition and 
sustainability. As a result of intensive and 
thorough work of ARAC members, 

supported by its partners, ARAC 
Multilateral Recognition Arrangements 
(MLA) became internationally recognized in 
2017 by the International Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and the 
International Accreditation Forum (IAF). 
Based on the international recognition of 
the ARAC MLA, the reports or certificates 
accredited by an ARAC MLA signatory are 
also recognized by the signatories to the 
ILAC and IAF agreements. As a result, the 
ARAC MLA acts as an international passport 
to trade. 

WAY FORWARD 
Building on achievements to date, efforts 
will continue under the AIDMO-UNIDO-Sida 
project until 2020 to support ARAC to be 
sustained and effective as key driving force 
for regional trade integration and to 
enhance health & safety, protect the 
environment, and provide consumer 
protection in Arab countries. 

 

 

“Gaining international recognition was 

a major achievement; it will facilitate 

trade exchanges and give confidence in 

the products and services from the 

Arab region.” 

Amina Ahmed Mohammed, Chair, Arab 

Accreditation Cooperation (ARAC) 

 Arab region: Setting up regional accreditation to overcome technical barriers to trade 

Accreditation underpins consumer safety and well-being in everyday life by providing confidence and trust in conformity 
assessment activities. However, as of 2010, the Arab region was the only region in the world lacking a regional structure 
for accreditation. Arab States had no access to support, services, training or advice from a regional body and were obliged 
to approach international accreditation bodies seeking support and recognition. For several years, UNIDO has been playing 
a key role in supporting regional efforts to develop the accreditation infrastructure in Arab countries. 

 


