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BACKGROUND
Trade has long been recognized as a potential engine for 

growth and wealth creation. Many developing countries 

continue to face difficulties in demonstrating compliance with 

quality requiremqwents and trade rules, thus hindering them 

from accessing international markets. Southern Africa’s trade 

diversification from primary product exports into higher value 

manufacturing exports is limited, except for South Africa. To ease 

this, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 

Industrial Development Policy Framework 2013-2018 acknowledges 

the crucial role of quality and quality infrastructure in enhancing 

manufacturing capabilities and international competitiveness within 

the region, especially in relation to small-and-medium enterprises 

(SMEs).
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11 COUNTRIES

175 LABORATORIES

35 Swaziland

27 Zimbabwe

26 Zambia

23 Mozambique

18  Malawi

17 DR Congo

12  Zanzania

9 Botswana

5 Namibia

2 Mauritius

1  Seychelles

124  Testing 
laboratories

32 Medical 
laboratories

19  Calibration 
laboratories
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