


Mobile Economy in Sub-Saharan Africa
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48.7bn

2019

44.3bn

2025OPERATOR REVENUES AND INVESTMENT

OPERATOR REVENUES OPERATOR REVENUES

OPERATOR CAPEX OF $52 BILLION FOR THE PERIOD 2019 - 2025

65%44%

2019 2025SMARTPHONES

% OF TOTAL CONNECTIONS
Excluding Licensed Cellular IoT

27%9%

2019 2025

4G

% OF TOTAL CONNECTIONS
Excluding Licensed Cellular IoT

3%

2025
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30m
CONNECTIONS
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184bn

2019

155bn
2025

MOBILE INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTION TO GDP

OF GDP

2019

PUBLIC FUNDING

MOBILE ECOSYSTEM
CONTRIBUTION TO
PUBLIC FUNDING 

(Before regulatory
and spectrum fees)

17bn

9%

2019

EMPLOYMENT

JOBS FORMALLY
SUPPORTED BY THE
MOBILE ECOSYSTEM

+ 1.4m informal jobs
650,000
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Coordination and cooperation among continental institutions and strong partnerships at regional 
and global levels are essential to pursuing the digitalization agenda of the continent. The side event 
titled “Digital Transformation Strategy in Action: Developing a Roadmap towards the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution in Africa” enabled the identification of synergies and opportunities for 
enhanced collaboration between the public and business sector and the innovation ecosystem 
stakeholders, to achieve an inclusive, gender-responsive, sustainable digital transformation in Africa 
in the AfCFTA context. 

The event was a first step toward the development of a continental mapping of innovation and 
digitalization initiatives, policies, strategies and stakeholders, to improve coordination, identify 
potential synergies and support the scaling-up of pioneering initiatives. The consensus points from 
this side event will also be brought forward to inform the discussion on the implementation of the 
African Union Strategy for Digital Transformation (2020-2030), during the AU Assembly in February 
2021, as well as the AU Summit on Industrialization and Economic Diversification 2021.

These will also feed into existing industrialization and digitalization endeavours on the UNIDO side, 
such as the Third Industrial Development Decade for Africa [IDDA III] (2016-2025) and the UNIDO 
Programme for Country Partnership [PCP] (several of which are being implemented in African 
countries).

There is scope to accelerate digital cooperation and partnership initiatives for digital 
manufacturing between global and regional actors inter alia UNIDO, UNECA and the African Union. 
Leveraging such partnerships could significantly multiply the e�ectiveness of our respective 
interventions for advancing the digital transformation of Africa and its inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development.

We look forward to harnessing our shared expertise, resources, convening power and networks in 
pursuit of these shared goals.

The Way Forward
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ANNEX:  PARTICIPATING ENTITIES

ENTITY INITIATIVES

Government of Cabo Verde

As State Secretary for Innovation and 
TVET, Cabo Verde, Mr. Lopes oversees a 
wide range of investment, digitalization, 
training and upskilling initiatives.

Cape Verde's Digital Strategy (EDCV), 
seeks to advance "a connected Cape 
Verde, with itself and with the world, 
developed, inclusive, democratic, open to 
the world, modern, safe, where full 
employment and full freedom prevail ".

- Cabo Verde Digital is a government strategy to foster IT and 
technology solutions across all nine islands of the country, 
establishing the basis of a start-up ecosystem. 

- The Cabo Verde Digital Voucher is a government initiative to 
support 100 young people and 50 startups with pocket money, 
mentorship and incubation services alongside universities and 
IT companies as a way to help young entrepreneurs set up new 
tech companies and startups in Cabo Verde.

- The Code for All programme is a free intensive training 
course in coding languages. It is set up for unemployed people 
with less than 35 years of age, fairly fluent in English, and 
besides the training, the program will also support the trainees 
with employment. Kode Verde is a partnership between Cabo 
Verde Digital and Academia de Código.

- The government is investing in technology parks which foster 
capacity building in digital qualified human capital through 
training and developing an education curriculum for the young 
people in the nation.

- The nation is training the unemployed into digital coders so 
that the use of 4IR technologies becomes the norm. 

AfriLabs

AfriLabs is a network organization of 
225 innovation centres across 47 
African countries. It supports hubs to 
raise successful entrepreneurs that will 
create jobs and develop innovative 
solutions to African problems.

AfriLabs aims to encourage technology, 
innovation and entrepreneurship in all 
forms; promote the creation of 
African-made technology; and provide 
an environment characterized by open 
collaboration, technical innovation 
and support for the technological 
community at large.

- AfriLabs has established a capacity building program for 
digitalization called Digital Africa Seed Fund with the 
objective of strengthening African hubs through instituting an 
innovation ecosystem, while at the same time boosting 
investment in digital start-ups in the economy.

- The Catalyst Program is a cross-stakeholder initiative of 
AfriLabs in conjunction with ABAN, the largest network of 
Angel Investors in Africa, that aims to strengthen 
entrepreneurs and start-ups, hubs and angel investors, while 
delivering impact results to institutional funders.

- The EdTech Hub is a collaboration between the Overseas 
Development Institute, Faculty of Education at the University 
of Cambridge, Results for Development, Open Development 
and Education, Brink, Jigsaw Consult, BRAC, AfriLabs, and 
eLearning Africa.

- Project Rollo is a capacity building program dedicated to 
inspiring and supporting Small African enterprises in African 
countries facing challenges to survive a�er Covid-19 outbreak. 
It is composed of an intensive online bootcamp where business 
owners and their teams will be asked to develop and execute 
strategies in a competitive risk-free environment with di�erent 
market outlooks.

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 21



ENTITY INITIATIVES

Tambourine Innovation Ventures

Tambourine Innovation Ventures (TIV) is a 
technology and venture development firm 
dedicated to poverty alleviation and 
sustainable growth through innovation. The 
company’s core focus is on bringing 
technological innovations to market, with 
an emphasis on the Base of the Pyramid. 

They create, nurture and scale sustainable 
entrepreneurial ventures in emerging 
markets that have positive economic, 
environmental and social benefits.

- TIV has produced several knowledge products related to the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution and contributed to publications 
like the UNIDO document Industry 4.0 Opportunities Behind 
the Challenge.

- In partnership with the AfDB, TIV developed a Study on 
Unlocking the Potential of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
in Africa, researching on the adoption of 4IR technologies in 
Africa at the same time bringing awareness of the emerging 
technologies on the continent. 

- TIV utilized their technology commercialization and transfer 
expertise in a comprehensive road mapping and readiness 
as-sessment for digitalization in the sectors of greatest 
importance to the economy of Africa.

- Insights from their broad and deep reservoir of expertise 
helps strengthen the capacity of ventures and clients to 
address challenges raised by technological advances, 
environmental concerns, increasing pressure on resources, and 
globalization.

Digital Transformation Alliance

The Digital Transformation Alliance 
(DTA) is a global, non-profit organization 
of leaders, entrepreneurs, institutions, 
communities from global digital and 
technology-based business and 
economy, united by our vision of a 
vibrant inclusive and sustainable 
innovation economy that benefits 
everyone.

Its purpose is an inclusive, sustainable 
digital economy where everyone can 
access and master digital skills to create 
and shape one’s own future and thus 
achieve one’s own vision and a better 
quality of life.

- DTA connects, shares, disseminates, showcases, empowers, 
ena-bles and co-creates content, solutions, and new 
opportunities. They advance excellence in education, research 
and entrepreneurship to support the growth of high-impact 
industries, the creation of high wage jobs and inclusive 
economic prosperity. 

- DTA is nurturing a strong multilateral ecosystem for a 
sustaina-ble digital and innovation economy through capacity 
building initiatives and the creation of Digit-Tech Factory Lab.
 
- DITREX-Africa is a multi-sectorial technological innovation 
and experience platform organized by DTA and aimed to 
harnessing sustainable and inclusive development in African 
countries.

- DTA also organizes Connected Classrooms, a smart 
framework for connected and interactive classrooms and 
universities to support an online learning market.

- DTA has programmes to support policymakers, write reports 
and trends, conduct research, elaborate and establish 
standards to facilitate the development and transformation 
towards digitally sound infrastructures and platforms. 
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ENTITY INITIATIVES

AppsTech

AppsTech is a leading global provider of 
enterprise application solutions, o�ering a 
full spectrum of products and services to 
serve all enterprise so�ware requirements, 
from architecting a solution, license sales, 
implementation, integration, training and 
application management services.

- AppsTech’s integrated solutions, powered by Oracle, help 
clients to streamline their operations, gaining greater visibility 
into their supply chains, optimize their assets, and better 
manage their human resources.

- With o�ices on three continents, AppsTech has done work in 
over 25 countries and provided support to users in over 50 
countries.

- Its founder, Ms. Rebecca Enonchong, has also co-founded and 
chaired the Africa Technology Forum, a Maryland-based 
nonprofit initiative to encourage and educate Africans, women 
in particular, on the use of technology.

- She also co-founded and chairs ActivSpaces (African Center 
for Technology Innovation and Ventures), Cameroon's Leading 
Tech Hub. 

African Centre for Statistics

The African Centre for Statistics of 
UNECA aims to be the first port of call 
for African states seeking original data 
to inform policy decisions and to serve 
as a regional service centre for data on 
economic, social, demographic, and 
environmental conditions in African 
countries.

- The Centre published several articles on Digitalization, the 
role of  digitalization in the Decade of Action for Africa, 
Digital Africa and others articulating the need for Africa to 
harness digitalization, especially now with the Covid-19 
pandemic hovering worldwide. 

- The Centre has also released several publications on the 
role of open data such as the Africa Data Revolution Report 
2018 and on the impact of Covid-19.

- UNECA is hosting events which accelerate the awareness of 
industry 4.0 technologies to promote adaptation to and 
investment in emerging technologies, i.e. The Nanotech 
Innovation and Investment Forum, for  a transformed and 
prosperous Africa, taking place in December 2020.

- UNECA also embarked on the digital initiative DITE for 
Africa to support African countries in fully harnessing the 
opportunities of digital identity (ID) to facilitate the provision 
of legal identity for all Africans and to leverage digital trade 
in the AfCFTA. 
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